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The crime of electronic incitement to disdain and hate a
particular group of people through social media

Dr. Ahmed Saif Numan Al Hayani
Abstract:

This era is characterized by a remarkable development in
information and communication technology (ICT), which has
offered a lot of services to humanity, made far places come closer
and facilitated the means of social communication between
communities and peoples; this has made the world one village.
However, this development has been accompanied by misuse of
these media by some individuals who use these electronic means for
inciting others by posting written messages, audio and video clips
that include incitement to contempt, disdain and ridicule a particular
group of people. This leads to sedition and division in the
community, ignites civil wars and divides the national unity.
Therefore, this study aimed at identifying the nature of such a crime
which is practiced in the social media, clarifying the
characterization of the crime and identifying the elements of this
crime, its penalties and methods of proving it. To achieve the
research objectives, the descriptive, deductive and analytical
method was used. The study concluded that the crime of electronic
incitement to disdain and hate a particular group of people through
social media is represented by any post or message used in the
social media in a manner showing contempt, ridicule, hatred, and
extreme alienation directed against a particular group of people in
order to provoke others and push them to commit crimes of hatred
and violence based on ethnicity, religion or race. In addition, some
users of social media just focus on the messages that increase hatred
and contempt, leading to communal, geographical and political
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differences among the people. These sites have become a means of
spreading a culture of sectarian and hatred, and a cause of sedition
and breaking out war and internal strife and violation of human
rights. They have also caused external interference in the internal
affairs of States. God Almighty has forbidden contempt, ridicule
and mockery for others and has ordered us to stay united and to
follow His teachings. The Yemeni law also stipulates that
incitement to disdain people publically and to prefer a group to
other groups is a punishable act. The law also provides for the
punishment of the perpetrator of this crime if the electronic means
Is used. However, no special legislation has been issued to address
crimes of information technology. This type of crime is of a special
nature for which the general legal regulations may not be sufficient
to combat it either on the penal aspect or the procedural aspect, to
investigate its evidence as well as to invite international cooperation
for combating it.

Keywords: electronic incitement, disdain, discourse of hate, social
media
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